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STATE OF ALASKA
- LAND BASE & OWNERSHIP -

Land Base

Å586,412 sq. milesɣmore than twice the size of Texas

ÅLarger than all but 18 sovereign nations 

ÅMore coastline than all other 49 states combined

ÅMore than 3 million lakes; half of worldõs glaciers 

ÅApproximately 40% of the nationõs freshwater supply 
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Land Ownership

ÅFederal Land: more than 200 million acres

ÅState Land: Approx. 100 million acres of  uplands, 

60 million acres of  tidelands, shore lands, and 

submerged lands, and 40,000 miles of  coastline

ÅNative Corporation Land: 44 million acres

Native

State

Federal



STATE OF ALASKA
- RESOURCE POTENTIAL : OIL & GAS -
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North Slope 

ÅMore undiscovered, potentially recoverable oil 

than any other Arctic nation

o OIL: Est. 40 billion barrels of  conventional oil 

o GAS: Est. over 200 trillion cubic feet of  

conventional natural gas 

ÅUntapped unconventional resource potential, 

including tens of  billions of  barrels of  heavy oil, 

shale oil, and viscous oil, and hundreds of  

trillions of  cubic feet of  shale gas, tight gas, and 

gas hydrates

Cook Inlet

Å Significant undiscovered resources 

remain 

o 19 trillion cubic feet of  natural gas 

o 600 million barrels of  oil 

o 46 million barrels of  natural gas 

liquids

Compared to most basins, Alaska is relatively 
underexplored, with 500 exploration wells on the 
North Slope, compared to Wyomingõs 19,000.

Sources: USGS & BOEM



STATE OF ALASKA
- RESOURCE POTENTIAL : M INERALS -

The State of  Alaska ranks in the Top Ten in the World for 

important minerals including: 

ÅCoal: 17% of the worldõs coal; 2nd most in the world

ÅCopper: 4% of the worldõs copper; 8th most in the world

ÅLead: 4% of the worldõs lead; 6th most in the world

ÅGold: 8% of the worldõs gold; 5th most in the world

ÅZinc: 6% of the worldõs zinc; 6th most in the world 

ÅSilver: 4% of the worldõs silver;9th most in the world

(USGS 2015 estimates)

Alaska ranked 2nd for mineral potential in the 2015 Fraser 

Institute Survey of  Mining Companies. 

With more than 7,400 documented prospects, Alaska has 

the potential to lead the nation in mineral production.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
- ORGANIZATION CHART -
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D IVISION OF AGRICULTURE
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Mission: Promote and encourage development of  an agriculture industry in Alaska.

FY2017 Operating Budget: $6.97M ($2.8M UGF) | Positions: 38 | Director: Arthur Keyes

The Division of  Agriculture 

(DoAg) providesland sales, loans, 

inspections, the Alaska Grown 

program and other essential programs 

to the agricultural industry.

The divisionõs Plant Materials Center 

(PMC) is the sole source of  seed and 

plant material developed for Alaskaõs 

unique growing conditions. The Alaska Grown marketing program has more than 800 

members and is the 2nd longest-running agricultural 

marketing program in the nation.


